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Contact: Cathryn Mallory, director, Gallery of Visual Arts, 406-243-2813; Manuela Well- 
Off-Man, curator of art, Montana Museum of Art & Culture, 406-243-2019; Brett Svetlik or 
Matthew Bullis, gallery coordinators, University Center Art Gallery, 406-243-4991.
UM ART VENUES PRESENT HOMECOMING OPEN HOUSE
MISSOULA—
The University of Montana Art Collaborative will present the second annual Open 
House for the Visual Arts from 2 to 4 p.m. Friday, Sept. 28.
Participating venues on campus are the Gallery of Visual Arts on the first floor of the 
Social Science Building, the Montana Museum of Art & Culture in the Performing Arts and 
Radio/Television Center, and the University Center Art Gallery, second floor Room 227.
The Homecoming week event celebrates the visual arts on campus and is open to the 
public with a special welcome to UM students, faculty, staff and alumni. There is no charge 
for admission.
At the Gallery of Visual Arts is the annual Department of Art Faculty Exhibition. The 
artwork is diverse, with a wide array of media represented. UM’s art department offers 
courses in ceramics, drawing, painting, printmaking, photography, sculpture and art education, 
history and criticism. The exhibit reflects the strength of the department’s programs by 
highlighting the research of its talented and dedicated full-time and adjunct faculty members.
In conjunction with the faculty exhibition, Associate Professor Valerie Hedquist will 
present an art history and criticism lecture titled “An American History of the English Blue 
Boy” from 4:15 to 5 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 27, in Social Science Building Room 356. The 
lecture is free and open to the public.
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Two exhibitions showcasing black-and-white photography will be in the Meloy and 
Paxson galleries of the Montana Museum of Art & Culture. These exhibitions will be at the 
museum through Saturday, Oct. 20.
“Traces: Montana’s Frontier Re-visited, new photographs by Richard S. Buswell” is in 
the museum’s Meloy Gallery. Buswell, a Helena physician and professional photographer, has 
spent nearly four decades photographing remote, isolated ghost towns and abandoned 
homesteads in Montana. His photographs examine the artifacts left behind by Montana’s early 
miners, ranchers and homesteaders.
“Mike Catlin, Butte: The 1970s,” in the Paxson Gallery, pays careful tribute to the 
historic mining town. This exhibition marks the first public viewing of these photographs, 
which were donated to the museum in 2002. Catlin’s images capture the drama of Butte’s 
architecture and inhabitants, as well as the haunting void in the town’s uninhabited buildings.
The University Center Art Gallery presents “Contrive and Classify,” the work of 
Oregon artist Susan Murrell. The exhibition will be in the gallery through Friday, Oct. 12. 
Murrell’s large wall installation work employs materials ranging from pen-and-ink drawings to 
gouache washes on vellum. Stating she is “mystified by biology,” the artist uses a variety of 
media to create organic installations, using textbook imagery as inspiration.
The collaborative open house event, which takes place during Homecoming week each 
year, is held to promote the visual arts on campus and thank loyal audiences for their continued 
support of University exhibitions and programs.
m
NOTE TO MEDIA: Digital images of works in these exhibitions are available. Please call 
Karen Rice, MM AC coordinator of programs and publications, at 406-243-2019 or e-mail 
karen. rice@mso. umt. edu.
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